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German nationalist. "Because the idealist perversity in its last
representatives, namely, Kant, Fichte, SchelHng, and He^el, was
thoroughly German," he writes in the Philosophic Essays, "its
issue, dialectical materialism, is also pre-eminently a German pro-
duct. . . ." Elsewhere Jie speaks of "this specifically German, or
if you like, social democratic materialism"; and contrasts English
and French materialism with Marxist "materialists trained in
German idealism/' No writer who found favour in the Marxist
camp" did more to perpetuate the Hegelian obsession; and it is
only fair to say that he appreciated some of the difficulties of
his self-imposed task. "It may appear contradictory," he remarks,
"to make the Hegelian system of^)hilosophy with its pronounced
idealism the starting-point of the materialist conception of history.
Yet the Hegelian Idea is striving for realization; it is indeed a
materialism in disguise."

In 1872 Marx had introduced Dietzgen to the International
Congress at The Hague as "our philosopher." In his essay on
Feuerbach Engels remarks "this materialistic dialectic which for
years has been our best tool and our sharpest weapon was dis-
covered not by us alone but by a German workman, Joseph
Dietzgen." Later his expositor Pannakoek refers to him as a
"socialist artisan." So the legend of the working-man philosopher
grew. Dietzgen seems to have hidden his identity from his patrons
and expositors with remarkable success. The actual details of his
career, now disclosed in a biographical sketch by his son, reveal
the "artisan" philosopher as a clear-sighted and prosperous
American business man of prodigious reading in the works of
orthodox philosophers, untainted with any sympathy for the
natural sciences and unscathed by any acquaintance with their
pursuit.

He was the son of a master tanner, of a highly respected
burgher family at Blackenberg, near Cologne, and received a
good high-school education. Before he left school to work in his
father's business he had acquired a tolerable fluency in classical
and modern languages. At twenty years of age he became involved
in the enthusiasms of the "mad year"; and emigrated to America